NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

Division of Environmental Remediation, Office of the Director
625 Broadway, 12th Floor, Albany, New York 12233-7011

P: (518) 402-9706 | F: (518) 402-9020

www.dec.ny.gov

October 12, 2018

Ms. Angela Carpenter, Acting Director
Emergency & Remedial Response Division
United States Environmental Protection
Agency, Region li

290 Broadway

New York, New York 10007-1866

RE: Tonawanda Coke Corporation (TCC)
Tonawanda, Erie County

Dear Ms. Carpenter:

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) hereby
requests the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to perform an
appropriate CERCLA time-critical removal action at the above referenced site.

The DEC understands that TCC will be surrendering their air permits and
shuttering the above facility. The DEC is concerned that site conditions before and after
shutdown will present a risk to human health and the environment unless emergency
actions are taken to adequately secure and maintain the shuttered facility.

TCC has operated a coke manufacturing facility at this location since 1978, and
the property has been used for coke manufacturing since 1917. The site is located
immediately east of the Niagara River. The main plant facility contains coke ovens,
supporting structures, and numerous coal/coke piles. The site is divided by River Road
with the main plant facility located to the east and a parcel adjacent to the Niagara River
to the west. The site is approximately 160 acres in size, and the nearest residential area
is located approximately 0.25 miles south of the site.

The site generally slopes gently to the west towards the Niagara River. Surface
water within the plant area is collected by a storm water collection system and directed to
the SPDES permitted outfall west of the site. The site is a class 2 site on New York
State’s Registry of Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Sites (Site ID No. 915055).
Several investigations indicate widespread on-site contamination resulting from the
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disposal of industrial and hazardous wastes at the site. The type of wastes varies by
location but includes coke/cinders, building debris, coal tar sludge, scrap metal, wood,
and saddle packing.

Immediate actions necessary include securing the closing facility and ensuring
protective fencing to prevent vandalism and trespass, both at the plant site and the Site
108 area across the road from the plant, and ensuring all process and storage tanks are
properly emptied and/or secured (current registered above ground storage tank capacity
is approximately 50,000 gallons for petroleum, 10,000 gallons for chemical bulk storage
(see attached) and various sized process tanks that contain an unknown amount of coke
oven gas condensate/sludge). Longer term needs will include necessary maintenance of
the facility's storm water drainage system to prevent discharge of known surficial
contamination to the Niagara River and pumping of the bermed area around the two coal
tar storage tanks at Site 108.

In addition to the above, DEC requests that the EPA complete an assessment of
the facility to identify any additional emergency actions which may be necessary. DEC
staff will be involved with the facility during shut down operations (e.g., staff with the
Divisions of Air and Material Management will be overseeing the closure process of the
battery ovens and overseeing any impacts on the process tanks during this process) and
will assist with the requested assessment of potential additional removal action needs.

This request is being made under CERCLA, 42 U.S.C.A. §§ 9601, et seq. and the
National Contingency Plan, 40 CFR, Part 300, which allows the EPA to respond to and
recover costs incurred in response to releases of hazardous substances, pollutants and
contaminants as deemed necessary in EPA’s sole discretion to abate an imminent and
substantial endangerment to public health or welfare or the environment at the location
stated above. '

The Department appreciates EPA’s consideration of this referral. Any questions
or requests for additional information regarding this site should be directed to Christopher
Lalone of DEC at (716) 851-7220.

Sincerely,
Michael J. Ryan, P.E.
Director

Division of Environmental Remediation

Attachment
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e Lo pgeﬁg# § NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION Printed :  10/11/2618 pbsfacrpt._fol pt
PR/ e Petroleum Bulk Storage Program
e 9. 030058 Facility Information Report
KCEITY IRIOFIMALION MOport Page tof2
Site Informatiop - Tax Map Information Site Owaer Information Mail Correspondent Information
TONAWANDACOKE CORP. Horo/Sec.: TONAWANDA COKE CORP. ‘ TONAWANDA COKE CORP
3873 RIVER RGal) . ) Blocks 3875 RIVER ROAD ’ 3875 RIVER ROAD
Tonawanda, NY 14158 Lot: J’/ TONAWANDA, NY 14150 TONAWANDA, NY 14150
€ (716) 876-6222
E’ L@f:‘ < )
Site Phone: (716) 876-6222 - : e Owner Type ¢ Corporate/Commercial/Other ATTH: ROBERT KUBERKA
Town: Tonawanda County: Erie fﬁ; ,,.,,w '
©o CEEER {716) 876-6222
Facility Operator: JASON KAMBAT
Authorized Hepresentative: TOMNAWANDA COKE CORP.
Emergency Contact: JASON KAMBAT Emergency Phone: (716) 876-6222
Site Btatus : Active : Reg Expires : 10/29/2022 Cert Printed: 10/03/2018  Total Active Tanks : 10 Last Inspected: 06/20/2018
Site Type: Manufacturing (Other than Chemical)/Processing Cert Issued:  09/26/2017  Total Active Capacity : 52,275 Inspected By: PAREUBEN
2 E T (5 {6) N @ M an (1) an (13 o g8 a6 gqn g8 g9 o0 @n  Net o Nex Tank
Fany Tank Status Pate Bate Capacity Product Tank Tank Tank  Tank  Tapk Xank  tank Tapk Pipe Pipe Pipe Pipe Pipe UBC  Tank Line Owaer
No Loc © Imstal Closed  {gais) Type [P EP sC LD or 8P Disp Lot Type EP SC LD Test Test
BO1 2 1. 01/81/1935 33000 0008 01 00 o1 61 i 89 | @2 | 99 6z 81 Y 61l ee 99! X TONAWANDA
Subpart: 4 Category: 1 Pugad i CORE CORP.
B19 31 86/61/1985 906 0009 81 09 61, 61 | 99 | 04 | 99 g2 81 01 611 00 6% X TONAWANDA
Subpart 4 Category: 1 %A% CORE CORP.
oL 31 09032014 10000 0022 61 00 011 61 (12 02 (9% 02 | 01 97 61 0t 00 06 091 X TONAWANDA
Subpart: 4 Calegory: 2 heay ) {OKE CORP.
£42 2 1 12102013 1000 0008 01 00 61 81 i 99 | 04 ! 01 06 61 07 01 00 99 X 10c0
Y Subpurt 4 Lategory: 2 Drese, |
EEZ 51 L3 B 10/81/2084 6,000 3}9%8% 01 60 61 8% | 02 99 o2 | 61 6z o1 0L 01 00 09 % TONAWANDA
@ Subpact: 4 Cawgory: 2 T . : COKE CORP.
Kot 31 06/01/2006 2750621 Bt od 61 6z 9% . o4 | 99 g2 00 00 60 00 00! aseo
?: Subpart 4 Category: 2 tars s Flwedd
4 K2 31 05/81/2006 275 . 6010 80 61l ez 99 i 04 | 99 92 66 06 66, 66 08! soco
_ g w&u. @
g Subpart: 4 Category: 2
K03 31 06/81/2006 275 0035 01 e o1l ez 99 . 04 | 99 g2 00 80 60 60 00 noco
Subpart: 4 Category: 2 =7
Ko4 31 06/01/2086 . 275 1045 01 60 61, 02 99 04 | 99 g2 66 60 60, 60 00| Roto
. . %ﬁwepu;
Subpart. 4 Category: 2
K5 31 0612006 275 1045 61 80 61 62 99 04 | 99 62 00 60 06, 66 00 noeo
Subpart: 4 Category: 2 Froe
TR 4 TUSRAGE 10512004 10,000 6022 01 00 610 06 991 62 | 9 62 61 81 68) 66 09| ID CRANE
AN wd G5
) -
L7 e 34 OMOUISTE 10312014 16,500 0008 61 68 01 01 . 99 . 684 | 99 02 61 81 61i 60 09! § D CRANE
o e
: {Qg‘ i Séese ) .
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CPETROLEUM BULK STORAGE APLICAYION -~ SECTION B - TANK INFORMATION - CODEKEYS ™

Action {1}

i
2

3
4
5

Initial Listing

Add Tank

Close/Remove Tank
Infonwation Correction
Recomfiili(}ﬂf’i{egaiﬁl{eline

Tank Location {3}

(V5

6.

. Aboveground-contact wisoil
. Aboveground-contact w/

impervious barrier

. Aboveground on saddles, leggs,

stilts, rack or cradie

. Tank 19% or awre bolow ground
. Underground including vaulted

with no access for inspection
Aboveground in Sublterrancan

Status {4)

1. In-service

2. Qut-nf-service

3. Closed-Removed

4. Closed- In Place

5, Tank converted to Non-

Reguiated use

Products Stored {7)

Heating Oils; On-Site

Copsumption

0259 #5 Fuel Oil

0003, #6 Fuel OHl

0012, Kerosene

0591, Clarified Oil

2711. Biodiesel (Heating)
2642, Used Oif (Heating)

Motor Fuels

0009, Gasoline

2712. Gasoline/Fthanol

0008, Diesel

2710. Biodigsel

0011, JetFuel

1044, Jet Fuel (Biofuel)

2541, Aviation Gagoline
Emergency Generator Fuels
0001, #2 Fuel Ol

2730. Biodiesel (E-Gen)
2731, Diesel (E-Gen)
Lubricating/Cutting Oils
G013 Lube Gil

B01S Motor Oil

1043. Gear/Spindle Oil

0010, Hydraylic Gil

6007, Cutting Oil

0021, Transmission Fluid
1836. Turbine 01l

2308, Petroleur Grease

Oils Used as Building Materials
2626, Asphaliic Ermulsions
§748. Forn Gl

6014. White/Mineral Spirits
1731, Naptha

Mineral/Insulating Oils

6020, Insulating Oil {e.2.,
Transformer, Cable Cil)

2630, Mineral Gil

Waste/Used/Other Qils

0022 Waste/Used Oif

9999, Other-Please Hist:*

Crude il

0006, Crude Oif

0701, Crude Oil F{actions

Tank Tune

Internal Protection {9)
(0. None

01 Epoxy Liner

02. Rubber Liner

03. Fiberglass Liner (FRP)
04, Glags Liner

99. Other-Please Hst:*

External Protection (10/18)
00. None '
01. Painted/Asphalt Coating

02. Original Sacrificial Anode

03, Original Impressed Current

04 Fiberglass

05, Jacketed

06. Wrapped {Pi'ping)

€7 Retrofitted Sacrificial Anode
08. Retrofitted Impressed Current
09. Urethane

99. (ther-Please list*

Tank Secondary C

00. None

01, Diking (AST Only)

02, Vault (w/access)

03, Vault (w/o access)

04. Double-Walled {UST Only)

05. Synthetic Liner

06, Remote Impounding Aca

(7. Excavation Liner

9. Modified Double-Walled
{AST Ouly)

10. Impervious Underlayment
(AST Only)y**

11, Double Bottom (AST Oulyy**

12. Double-Walled (AST Only)

99. Other - Please List:*

Tank Leak Detection (12}
00 None

N1 Tetarctitinl Dlantenrin

ontainment (11}

Overfill Protection (13)
(0. None

1. Float Vent Valve

02. High Level Alarm

03, Automatic Shut-Off
04. Product Level Gauge (AST)
03, Vent Whistle

99. Cther-Please list:*

Snill Prevention {14}
G0. None

01, Catch Basin

99, Other-Please list:*

Pumping/Dispensing Method (15

Piping Secondary Confainment

06,

a9

00. None
01. Diking (Aboveground Only)
02. Vault (w/access)
04 Double-Walled (Underground
Only)
Remote Impounding Area

7. Trench Liner
12, Double~-Walled {Aboveground
-~ - Only)

99, Other - Please List*

ﬁ’me Leak Detection (20)

00. None

01, Presurized Dispenser

02. Suction Dispenser

03. Gravity

04. On-Site Héating System
{Suction)

05, On-5ite Heating System
{Supply/Return}

06. Tank-Mounted Dispenser

7. Loading Rack/Transfer Pump

Piping Location (16}

00. No Piping '

1. Aboveground

02. Underground/On-ground

03. Aboveground/Underground
Combination

Pipi

a7

00. Nong

01. Steel/Carbon Steel/ron
02. Galvanized Steel

(3. Swminless Steal Alloy
04. Fiberglass Coated Steel

00, None
o1 Interstitial Electronic
Monitoring
02, Insterstitial Manual Monitoring
03. Vapox: Well
04. Groundwater Well
07. Pressurized Piping Leak
- Detector
09, fiiempt Suction Piping
10. Statistical Inventory
Reconcilistion
(SIR}
99, Other-Pleasc list:*

Under Dispenser Counfainment
T DO

Check Box if Present

* If other, please liston a
separate sheet including tank
number.
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P
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| NEW YORK STATE iﬁ'ﬂ‘AR’E'ME&N’i’ OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
Chemical Bulk Storage Program
Facility Information Regport -~ not releasable under FOIL

TONAWANDA COKE CORP, Owner:
3875 RIVER RD
TONAWANDA, NY 14150

(715} 876-6222

Site:

Town: Tonawanda County: Erie
Facility Operator: ROBERT KOLVEK

Emergency ROB KUBERKA

TONAWANDA COKE CORP.

PO BOX 5007
TONAWANDA, NY 14151-3007

Mail:

o (chsfacrpt_foil.rpt)
Printed :  10/11/2018

TONAWANDA COKE CORP.
3BT RIVER ROAD -
TONAWANDA, NY 14150

(}wner’l’ype:Céargwrate/(lummerciai/@ther ATIN: ROBERT KUBERKA

Contact:  (716) 876-6222 Auth Rep:  ROB KUBERKA Page 1 of 1
Site Status : Active Reg Expires: 08/12/2019 SPR: Trus
risﬂzte Eype':‘ Manufacturing (Other than Chemical)/Processing Last Inspected: 06/20/2018
Fotal Active Tanks 1 2 ‘ : Cert Printed: .
Active Capacity : 9,175 ert Prinfed:  10/03/2018 Inspected By: PETER REUBEN
42y &) {4) {5} {5} (6} %) 9 1k {11} {12} {15 {14y (16} 7y (18 (1% (28 % of
Kank fagk Status Bate Date Capacity Tank Tank fank Yank Tank ¥amk Tank Pipe Pipe Pipe Pipe Pipe ) CAS Haz
Mo Loe Tnstall Closed fgalst Type IP EP 5C LD or SP  Loc Type EP  SC LD Haz Substance Nam Mumber oo
BO3 2 H 10/22/2008 50060 81 o8 91! [, 92 ! 84 81 @1 81 01 66 01
PN s
methanol £7-56-1 7
H3 2 i 85/81/2012 4,178 g7 84 05 81 - 99 ! 82 ! 82 31 83 0% 86 99
B sodium hydroxide 1316732 50
31 : 3 4 08/01/1578 11/03/2614 16,0600 01 40 61 81 ¢ 02 84 81 g1 81 08 81 62
) sodium hydroxide 1310-73-2 4§
BO2 3 4 QI/01/1978 11/03/2814 36,166 81 80 61 61 ¢ 82 84 01 81 81t 08 80 02! '
& . benzens 71-43-2 &8
o G4 1 5 £2/81/199¢ 3550 01 66 61 61! 99 | 04 6t 81 00 60 '

salfuric acid | 7664-93-9 180
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